
AMEDEO Network gets off to a flying start 

The AMEDEO Marie Curie Initial Train-

ing Network (ITN) got off to a flying start 

at our first full network meeting, at Koç 

University in Istanbul on 29-30th April. 

AMEDEO partners from the University of 

Leeds, TUM, Rolls Royce, TU Delft, Al-

tair Engineering, ALE, VKI and, of 

course, Koç University  itself, all made it 

for the meeting which concentrated on 

planning the collaborations that would 

take place throughout the project.  

The business started with each  new 

Early Stage Researcher (ESR) fellow 

giving a talk about their project and fu-

ture research plans. 

These meetings are an extremely valua-

ble aspect of the ITN programme giving 

the ESR fellows an opportunity to prac-

tice their presentation skills and receive 

feedback on their research from a sup-

portive audience of experts in the field. 

An excellent example of this was when 

Prof Gurdal gave an impromptu re-

search talk to give the ESRs some back-

ground knowledge on composites.  

No less important are the collaborations 

planned. PhD degrees have traditionally 

been lonely affairs but the modern re-

search environment requires collabora-

tions. AMEDEO fellows will develop their 

collaborative skills through secondments 

with network partners. These second-

ments will also give them experience in 

both industrial and academic sectors 

and in different EU countries adding to 

their mobility. 
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AMEDEO Network members from the left:  Prof Kai-Uwe Bletzinger (TUM), Sam Duckitt (ALE), Anna Pavlova (TUM), Jan Hol (TU Delft) , Mo-

hamed Aissa (VKI), Prof  Shahrokh Shahpar (Rolls Royce), Dr Rob Hewson (University of Leeds), Stefano Caloni (Rolls Royce), Tim Surry 

(Altair), Prof Harvey Thompson (University of Leeds), Prof Fabian Duddeck (TUM), Jan-Jaap Koppert (ALE), Jonathan Ollar (Altair), Dr Tom 

Verstraete (VKI) Prof Vassili Toropov (University of Leeds), Jeff Dixon (Rolls Royce), Prof Zafer Gurdal (TU Delft) and Christopher Chahine 

(VKI). Missing from the shot but still there somewhere: Dr Ipek Basdogan (Koç University), Juliet Jopson (Project Manager, University of Leeds).  



The first step in successfully working to-

gether is getting to know each other. To 

start things off at the network meeting, 

Rob Hewson led the group in a suitably 

flight related icebreaker - making working 

model ornithopters (aircraft that fly by 

flapping their wings). 

Fellows and  Principal Investigators (PIs) 

from different consortium partners were 

mixed up so everyone got a chance to 

team build with the wider group.  

All teams got stuck in straight away but 

differences in approach were soon ap-

parent. Some PIs obviously enjoyed the 

chance to get their hands dirty, whereas 

others showed their natural ‘supervisory’ 

talents.   

As befitting the leader of the project, Prof 

Vassili Toropov was seen attempting to 

optimise his team’s ornithopter long after 

other network members got distracted by 

the arrival of refreshments.  

Working together  

page for up-to-date news and links to 

current topics of interest.  

www.amedeo-itn.eu / @AMEDEO_ITN / 

www.facebook.com/amedeoitn 

The AMEDEO website successfully 

launched on 10th July. The website will 

be the main place to visit for full details of 

network events and activities. We also 

now have a Twitter feed and Facebook 

 AMEDEO on-line 

Improving mobility 

Network meetings add another excellent 

opportunity for fellows to expand their 

horizons. Members able to arrive the 

weekend before the network meeting, 

joined up for a tour of Old Town Istanbul. 

Such visits help fellows get to know the 

partners countries so that moving will 

seem less of a barrier to finding work.   

Future network meetings are planned in 

Leeds (UK), Brussels (BE), Delft (NL)

Braunschweig and Munich (both DE).  

In line with the EU’s Flagship Initiative 

“Youth on the Move”, Marie Curie ITNs 

aim to improve early stage researchers 

(ESR) career prospects by increasing 

their mobility.  

ESRs are hosted by partners in countries 

where the fellows are not themselves 

nationals. In addition, each AMEDEO 

fellow will also have at least one second-

ment with a partner in a second country.  
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Ralf Schalps and Anna Pavlova 

being thoroughly supervised by 

Jan Hol, Harvey Thompson and 

Kai-Uwe Bletzinger, with added 

distraction by Rob Hewson. 

Above: An example of active supervision with 

Jeff Dixon and Jan-Jaap Koppert helping ESR 

Christopher Chahine with the building and 

Tom Verstaete inputting advice: not a bad 

ratio of PI to ESR! Jan Hol seems to be 

checking out the competition for his group.  

Below: A master at work, Vassili Toropov 

tests his latest optimisations. 

Mohamed Aissa, Jonathan Ollar, 

Tom Verstraete and Christopher 

Chahine outside Topkapi Palace, 

Istanbul. Yes, Mohamed is holding 

a pink ribbon on a stick - he claims 

he was only looking after it for the 

Tour Guide...   



The first AMEDEO ESR training event 

ran on the 1st May at Koç University, 

following on from the network meeting.  

Led by the University of Leeds, fellows 

were introduced to the key processes 

involved in getting a PhD, from the me-

chanics of ‘Who, What, Where, When & 

How?’ through to the criteria for a PhD 

award such as originality and independ-

ent critical ability. Time was given to dis-

cussing fellows expectations and de-

bunking some of the myths of PhD study.  

The afternoon kicked off looking at how 

fellows could get the most out of their 

working relationship with their supervisor. 

Harvey Thompson, Rob Hewson and 

Tom Verstraete gave some valuable in-

sights on what it was like on the supervi-

sors side of the fence and tips for getting 

the most out of project meetings.   

The course finished with a look at how to 

complete a ‘training needs’ analysis. 

Each fellow will use this to develop a 

‘Personal Training and Career Develop-

ment Plan’, to ensure they build up the 

necessary skills set to become success-

ful independent researchers. 

AMEDEO fellows were joined on the 

course by four doctoral students from 

Koç University. 

national of the country of the host part-

ner, nor have resided or carried out their 

main activity (work, studies, etc.) in the 

host country  for more than 12 months in 

the 3 years prior to recruitment. Also, 

they should not possess a PhD or have 

more than 4 years full-time equivalent 

research experience. 

See AMEDEO website for updates and 

contact details of recruiting partners.  

The AMEDEO network has successfully 

recruited 9 of its 13 ESR fellows.  

At the time of writing, there are still va-

cancies with Prof Kai-Uwe Bletzinger 

(TUM), Tobias Bach (DLR), Jan Hol (TU 

Delft) and Dr Ipek Basdogan (Koç Uni-

versity).  

Candidates must fulfil the Marie Curie 

ITN eligibility criteria: they must not be a 

Introduction to PhD study 

Recruitment 

Future Events 
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Recruitment is 

still open at 

TUM, TU Delft,  

Koç University 

and DLR. See 

AMEDEO web-

site for details.  

AMEDEO has a full schedule planned for 

the 2013 autumn term.  

The next network meeting will be held on 

21st-22nd of October at the University of 

Leeds. This will be followed by a series of 

training courses. 

On the 23rd – 25th October there will be a 

ESR training course on ‘Communicating 

your research, creativity and research 

ethics’. This will include an introduction to 

media, writing for web, engaging with out-

reach, presentation skills, and creativity 

and ethics for research. Sections of this 

course will be open to students outside of 

the network. 

Between 28th October and 1st November, 

Prof Vassili Toropov will be leading a 

course on optimisation methods, with in-

put from guest speakers. This course will 

also be open to other students. 

To finish off, Altair will be leading a train-

ing course on 4-5th November covering 

using their platforms HyperMesh, Hyper-

View, OptiStruct and HyperStudy. 

Prof Harvey Thompson and Dr 

Tom Verstraete cover the myths 

and reality of PhD study, and give 

top tips to the AMEDEO fellows to 

help them get the most out of their 

time studying.  

When will we 33 meet again? In 

thunder, lightening or in rain? 

Considering we’ll be meeting next 

in October in Leeds, rain is al-

most guaranteed 



On 26th June, the University of Leeds 

group, along with Jonathan Ollar (Altair) 

and Stefano Caloni (Rolls Royce) made 

the first of a series of 3 planned visits to 

Ashfield Primary School, Otley, UK.  

Years 4 & 5 were challenged to design 

an egg-craft that was robust enough to 

protect their egg from a 5m drop while 

still being as light as possible.  

The AMEDEO team introduced the chil-

dren to how a design cycle works and the 

basics of slowing things down. The chil-

dren then made cunning  use of the ma-

terial provided to come up with some 

very inventive solutions. The kids loved it 

and the teachers gave us top marks too! 

Our UK outreach programme for second-

ary schools will start in 2014. 

The AMEDEO team has already been 

out and about enthusing the younger 

generations about engineering. 

Prof Ipek Başdoğan and her colleagues 

in the Koç University Society of Women 

Engineers welcomed 80 girls from Sari-

yer Middle School to their campus on 

May 15th. They wanted to encourage the 

girls to pursue their careers in science 

and engineering fields and disregard the 

perception "Engineering is a  boys' job!". 

The girls were treated to a tour of re-

search labs, talks by the society’s mem-

bers on working in engineering and on 

the exciting research happening at Koç 

University led by women, plus some fun 

hands-on activities. The girls all left with 

a much more positive view of engineer-

ing as a possible career for them. 

Reaching Out 

 

AMEDEO is a EU Marie Curie Initial Training Network, bringing together leading 

academic researchers and key private-sector partners with the aim of developing 

the tools needed by the European aerospace industry to design the next generation 

of environmentally-friendly aircraft. 

 

The advances will be delivered by bringing together state-of-the-art research with a 

comprehensive training programme for 13 early stage researchers. The project’s 

focus will be on developing the use of Multidisciplinary Design Optimisation, a tech-

nique which has been identified by the European Commission in its report 

‘Flightpath 2050’ as critical for the future sustainability of the European aerospace 

industry. Through its research and training activities AMEDEO will ensure that there 

is a new generation of researchers capable of providing the radical innovation need-

ed by the EU’s aerospace industry to improve the energy efficiency of aircraft, while 

also reducing emissions, timescales to production and costs. 

Leading academic researchers and key private-sector partners working together to design the 

next generation of environmentally-friendly aircraft 
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Contact: 

Juliet Jopson, Project Manager 

School of Mechanical Engineering 

University of Leeds 

Leeds, LS2 9JT. UK 

E-mail: s.j.jopson@leeds.ac.uk 

 

Web: www.amedeo-itn.eu 

Twitter: @AMEDEO_ITN 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

amedeoitn 

Project No. 316394. Funded by 

Marie Curie Actions as part the 

European Union’s Framework 7 

research programme  

The Ashfield Primary School 

Great Egg Drop - the winning 

‘Team Eggs-cellent Eggbert’ 

shows off their cracking design. 

From the left:  Poppy Jopson, 

Wika Ksepka, Jamie Peel, Kyle 

Inman and Caitlin Winder . The 

children went for a medium sized 

parachute to reduce weight, a 

padded capsule to cushion the 

impact and, for that final touch, an 

egg retention hat to prevent the 

egg being flung out on landing! 


